
 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
 Bureau of Land Management 
 Office of Fire and Aviation 
 3833 South Development Avenue 
 Boise, Idaho 83705-5354 
 

April 29, 2003 
In Reply Refer To: 
1292/1690 (FA-265) P 
 
EMS Transmission 04/29/03 
Instruction Memorandum No. OF&A 2003-026 
Expires:   09/30/04 
 
To:  State Directors, Center Directors, and BLM Assistant Directors 
  Attn:  State/Center Chief Information Officers (CIO) 
 
From:  Director, Office of Fire and Aviation 
 
Subject: Distribution of Fire Funds for Radio Related Costs in FY 2003 
 
Program Area:  Incident Communications - Radios 
 
Purpose:  Distribution of fire funding for radio replacement to the states.  
 
Policy/Action:  For FY 2003, the fire program has identified these funds by state in accordance 
with the established process for distribution of overall fire program dollars.  This process is 
known as the Normal Year Readiness (NYR) (formerly known as the Most Efficient Level).  The 
NYR and FY 2003 funding levels breakdown for each state is listed in the table below.  
Additional funding may be identified during the year and would be distributed using the same 
formula. 
 
When purchasing radios with these funds, states must ensure the radio equipment is TIA 102 (P-
25) compliant, they meet fire requirements, and that they have been approved by the BLM for 
fire use. Priority use of this funding should be for mobiles and handheld radios over 
infrastructure spending.  Infrastructure funding is to be used only for base stations, repeaters, 
duplexers, or antennas.   
 
All states are reminded that the Department of Interior requires that radio purchases be 
consolidated.  To this purpose, the purchase requirements must be sent to Russ Sveda (WO560D) 
for Bureau consolidation.  To ensure appropriate reporting requirements for fire funds identified 
in the table are met, the states will forward a copy of all procurement documents itemizing fire 
fund expenditures to the National Wireless Technology Manager (FA265) for consolidation.  
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The charge code for purchases is FA265 2851-HT-8505.  The project code (8505) must be used 
on all procurements using the funds listed in the table below.  Please include in the description  
area of all requisitions the credit card number of the purchaser, the state two letter identifier, and 
the last name of the person submitting the requisition. 
 
 
State 

 
NYR 

 
FY 2003 Radio Replacement Allocation 

 
Alaska 

 
17.31% 

 
*pending 

 
Arizona 

 
4.6543% *pending 

 
California 

 
11.0423% 

 
$220,846 

 
Colorado 

 
6.0430% 

 
$120,860 

 
Eastern States 

 
0.0000% 

 
$0 

 
Idaho 

 
12.3059% 

 
$246,118 

 
Montana 

 
6.7837% 

 
$135,674 

 
Nevada 

 
14.4213% 

 
$288,426 

 
New Mexico 

 
3.3757% 

 
*pending 

 
Oregon 

 
12.0321% 

 
$240,642 

 
Utah 

 
8.2111% 

 
$164,222 

 
Wyoming 

 
3.8220% 

 
$76,440 

* AK, AZ and NM funds pending further review. 
 
Timeframe:  Effective immediately, cutoff date for spending will adhere to the established 
cutoff dates for acquisitions. 
 
Budget Impact:  High.  State offices are waiting for this distribution to begin procurements. 
 
Background:  Congress has mandated a complete restructuring of the federal radio frequency 
spectrum within the United States.  As a result of this mandate, the National 
Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) required all federal radios be 
Anarrowbanded@ by January 1, 2005. 
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Manual/Handbook Sections Affected:  None. 
 
Contact:  If you have any questions concerning this memorandum please contact Rhonda 
Toronto (208) 672-7880 ext. 102 or John Gebhard (208) 387-5164. 
 
Signed by:      Authenticated by: 
Timothy M. Murphy     Pat Lewis 
Acting Director     Supervisory Mgmt. Asst. 
Office of Fire and Aviation    Office Services 
 
 
 
Distribution 
State Fire Management Officers 
Anne Jeffery, MIB, Rm. 5627 
Jay Thietten, MIB, Rm. 5627 
Cyndie Hogg, NARTC 
WO-560 
NBC Library 
Fire Operations Group Manager 
Planning/Resources Group Manager 
Aviation Group Manager 
Support Services Group Manager 
External Affairs Chief 
International Program Lead 
EEO Officer 
Assistant Directors, BLM 
Rhonda Toronto (FA265) 
Ron Strong (WO560D) 
 
 
 
 


